
The Roman Catholic Parish  
of St. Vincent de Paul 
  250 Bebout Avenue  

Stirling, New Jersey  07980 
Phone: (908) 647-0118    Fax: (908) 647-5992 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish Office—908-647-0118 
In an emergency call  

973-222-0720  
 

Parish website:  
stvincentschurch.org 

Parish email:  
parish@stvdp.org 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. A. Richard Carton, Pastor 
frrichardcarton@gmail.com 
 

Fr. William (Bill) Mooney 
Weekend Assistant 
 

Elena Bird Zolnick Director of 
Sacred Music  907-953-0128  
elenatbird@gmail.com 
 

Vincent G. Clarke, Organist 
908-647-4926 
 

Sr. Krystyna Dziadkowiec 
Pastoral Associate 
srkrystyna@stvdp.org 
 

Sr. Elsa Jeronimo, C.S.JB. 
Director of Social Outreach 
srelsa@stvdp.org 
 

Deirdre Nemeth 
Director of Religious Formation 
908-647-0421 dnemeth@stvdp.org 
 

Maria Allen 
Youth Minister 
908-295-8104 
stvincent@boldym.com 
 

Peter O’Neill, Deacon 
908-647-7258 pjoneill@att.net 
 

Parish Trustees 
Alan Tangreti and Timothy Wallisch 
 

PARISH OFFICE STAFF 
Vera Castagna 
Parish Secretary 
 

Maria DeLuca  
Religious Formation Secretary 
 

Teri Kesselmeyer 
Technology and Communications 
 

Mary Woods  
Parish Finance Coordinator 

We are a Catholic community  
rooted in the Eucharist  

and committed to the poor. 

Sunday Mass Schedule  
 

(Vigil Mass) 
Saturday —5:00PM 

     
Sunday  

8:30AM, 10:30AM  
and 6:00PM 

 

Confession: Saturday at 4PM 
or other days by appointment.  

 

Weekday Mass Schedule  
 

 
8:30AM Monday - Saturday 

 
 
“It would be easier for the 
world to survive without the 
sun than to do so without the 
Holy Mass.”  

 St. Padre Pio 
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SUNDAY COLLECTION REPORT MASS INTENTIONS 
MONDAY      December 4th 
                                    Saint John Damascene, Priest 

                          and Doctor of the Church 
8:30AM                           Fr. Tansi Mary Ibisi (Living) 

                 Frank Ruggiero 
                                   Dennis and Alfred Brauer 

 

TUESDAY     December 5th 
8:30AM       Mary Hurley (Living)  
                                         Carol Sedita,  Ralph Sepe 

                    Nunzio Dagostino 
 

WEDNESDAY    December 6th 
                                 Saint Nicholas, Bishop 

8:30AM                    Antonina Giusti 
                                            Carolina Giusti 

             Luigina Giusti                                     

THURSDAY       December 7th 
                                 Saint Ambrose, Bishop  

                                     and Doctor of the Church  
8:30AM        Chuck Schwartz (Living) 
   Jennifer Goldstein 
   Jack Gallagher, Jr. 

 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception   

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
A Holy Day of Obligation  

 

Thursday Evening 
7:00PM (Vigil)  Amanda Rose Laura 
  Nunzio Dagostino 
  Elizabeth Grasso 
 

FRIDAY   December 8th 
8:30AM                          William Carr 

                    Bernadette Frisch 
                                        Sallye and Kieran O’Doherty 

 

12 Noon  Barbara Costanzo (Living) 
  Dorothy Byrne and Mary Byrne 
 

SATURDAY   December 9th 
                       Saint Juan Diego  

8:30AM                           Clarisse Murray 
                                           Anne Galdieri 
                                             Mary Dalessio 
 

                         SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

5:00PM (Vigil)              John DeLuca 
                                            Msgr. Patrick Brown 
                                           Deceased members of the parish 

 

SUNDAY  December 10th 
8:30AM         John Bonacci 
                                            Willard and Gretchen Dolman 
                                            Deceased members of the  
                                            Buziak  and McMonagle Families  
 

10:30AM                        Marion Brandes 
         Carol Sedita 

                             Michael and Rita Pavlo 
 

6:00PM                          Anne Galdieri 
                                           Josephine Forte, Edward Turner 

The weekend of November 18th and 19th 
Total amount in envelopes:   $9,667 
 

Loose:                                         $2,197 
 

Online Parish Pay:                   $3,250 
 

Total Offered :                     $15,114 
 
Thanksgiving Day: Catholic Home Missions 
                                                   $2,705 
 
The weekend of November 25th and 26th 
Total amount in envelopes:   $7,573 
 

Loose:                                         $2,021 
 

Online Parish Pay:                   $3,250 
 

Total Offered:                      $12,844 
 

Mortgage Reduction:        $2,768 

Daily Mass Readings 
Monday 
Is 2:1-5; Mt 8:5-11 
 

Tuesday 
Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24 
 

Wednesday 
Is 25:6-10a; Mt 15:29-37 
 

Thursday 
Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27 
 

Friday 
Gn 3:9-15, 20; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;  
Lk 1:26-38 
 

Saturday 
Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  

An essential part of God’s plan for the mother of his 
Son was that she be conceived free from Original Sin. 
“Through the centuries the Church became ever more 
aware that Mary, ‘full of grace’ through God, was 
redeemed from the moment of her conception” (CCC, 
no. 491). In anticipation that she was to bear the Son of 
God, Mary was preserved from the time of her 
conception from Original Sin. We call this the 
Immaculate Conception. No sin would touch her, so 
that she would be a fitting and worthy vessel of the Son 
of God. The Immaculate Conception does not refer to 
the virginal conception and birth of Christ, but rather 
to Mary’s being conceived without inheriting Original 
Sin. The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is 
celebrated on December 8. See opposite page for Mass 
times for the Holyday of Obligation. The United States 
is consecrated to our Lady under the title of the 
Immaculate Conception. Prayer for our nation is 
essential. O, Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us.  
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 I never believed that I would have to be involved in the decision to close a Catholic School. Yet, I 
was. Not a day goes by without a reminder as I walk past, through and around the building. Often I, or other 
members of staff, are asked what the building is now used for. As many of you know, our Faith Formation 
programs are held there for children on Sundays. What you may not know is that Faith Formation and other 
parish education events for adults take place there on Monday morning (Sr. Elsa’s Book Club), Tuesday 
morning (Technology for Seniors), Wednesday morning (Sr. Krystyna’s Bible Study) and evening (Adult 
Formation), and Thursday afternoon and evening (Adult Formation/Preparing for Sunday). We also have 
Family Faith Formation Sessions in Advent and Lent—six gatherings throughout the year. CYO practices 
take place there 3 times a week. Games are currently being played there. Men’s Basketball is on Saturday 
mornings. Three homeschool coops have been holding classes for their participants most Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays from morning to early afternoon. Community gatherings and fundraising events 
take place there such as the recent Food and Wine Tasting, Saturday’s Breakfast with Santa, events hosted 
by the Knights of Columbus. Blood Drives and other events will be held there in 2018. The building gets 
good use. We have requests for use and rental from outside groups on a regular basis. Recently a 
parishioner asked about how they would go about securing the use of the building for a group that they are 
involved in. Because the building gets such use we could not accommodate the request. While this is all 
good, the (outside) groups who use the building pay a rental fee. This does not cover the costs associated 
with the building. When the school closed the upkeep and maintenance of the building fell under the parish 
budget, as does the care and maintenance of all our buildings and property. Maintaining each building and 
being able to respond to Capital Improvements is essential. 
 Several weeks ago we were approached by Hudson Way Immersion School who has outgrown their 
current space. They had contacted the Diocese about possible use of property. At the recommendation of the 
Diocesan Property and Acquisition Office they contacted us.  Several meetings have taken place and there is 
a strong possibility that we will come to an agreement for their rental and use of our building for the next 
academic year. This possibility I wanted you to be aware of so that you have the information. This will be a 
great benefit for us. Renting the building will enable us to meet the maintenance needs, especially in that 
replacement and repair of essential elements in the building will be needed —without the rental the ongoing 
maintenance of the building would become a concern. If we are successful in finalizing this rental 
agreement, it would in no way change our use of the building for parish programs and activities. There is 
more work to be done before we will be at the signed contract phase of the agreement and the final approval 
of the Bishop is necessary before we can enter into an agreement to rent.  I will keep you posted as we 
progress. 
 Speaking of buildings and parishes, I receive regular updates and communications from Fr. Theo, 
pastor of our sister parish in Haiti. Recently he shared with me about the progress in the building of the 
rectory at his parish. He wrote, “Brother, all the current progress in the construction of the presbytery are 
due to the generosity of the Christian pastor and parishioners of St. Vincent de Paul. We are very 
grateful. I'm  so happy to announce to you that we started with the ceramics  (tiles) yesterday. It's thanks 
to you and your beloved  parishioners. Mèsi anpil!  The workers are hard at work. Immediately after that 
we will be adding the doors and windows.” On behalf of Fr. Theo and the parishioners of St. Paul I extend 
my gratitude to all who have assisted with the projects there. Your participation, whether through prayer, 
the support of our recent Food and Wine fundraiser, or your own personal donation to the project, is 
making a significant difference in the hope afforded Fr. Theo and his parishioners.  
 As we enter this New Year of Grace with the Season of Advent may we strive to focus on what truly 
matters and not be too distracted by the temptation to be caught up in the ‘extra’ events of this time of year. 
Years ago I read words attributed to an anonymous source which I keep in my prayer book for the First 
Sunday of Advent each year as a reminder of how I am called to enter this season: “Sometimes it seems as 
though we spend our lives waiting. Daydreaming about an upcoming vacation, worrying over a medical 
test, preparing for the birth of a grandchild-our days are filled with anticipation and anxiety over what 
the future holds. As Christians, we too spend our lives waiting. But we are waiting for something much 
bigger than a trip, bigger even than retirement or a wedding: We are waiting for the return of Jesus in 
glory. Advent heightens this sense of waiting, because it marks not only our anticipation of Jesus’ return, 
but also our remembrance of His arrival into our world.” We are called to be His disciples. In the words 
and deeds of our day to day living may we reveal that discipleship.   
Peace, 
Fr. Richard 

  HAPPENINGS! 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Those who serve in the military: 
Jack Young, James Minogue, Nick Ragazzo, 
Stephen J. Campbell, Sean Milde, Frank Fasano, 
Richard Lister, Eric Leverone, Jay Donato, Frank 
Messina, Eileen Murphy, Peter Giovanni, John E. 
Siedler IV 

Those who are ill:   
Anne Moore, John Daglian, Parker Watson, 
Annette McGrory, Marian Zoll, Lou Aroneo, 
Patrick Bergin, Joseph Rota, Lynne Coombs, Lucy 
Bustillos, Paula Matchen, May Hill, Caitlin Shea, 
Bill Wallisch, Larry Oster, Nanci Gamba, 
Elizabeth Early, Serenity Rose Apuzzo, Helen 
Munro and Eric Binner 
 

Those who have died to this world 
Virginia Corsentino, Anne Alley, Robert Coghan 

Requiescat in Pace 
May all the faithful who have departed this world 

rest in your eternal peace. Amen 

Reborn through the waters of 
Baptism and the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, we embrace: 

 

Bianca Loren Downs 
daughter of Dustin and Lauren 

claimed now for the fullness of eternal life.   

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 
First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
Isaiah emphasizes that from the desert to 
the mountains, all people must prepare 
for “the glory of the Lord to be revealed.” 
Rather than looking only at God’s power, 

Isaiah focuses on God’s kindness, comparing it to a 
shepherd who feeds and cares for his flock. 
Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-14 
For those who are impatient for the Second Coming, 
Peter explains that time is different to God than to 
people. He reminds them that they should be grateful 
for the extra time to prepare, and concentrate on 
striving to become all that God would want them to be. 
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 
In this passage, John the Baptist stressed the importance of the 
coming of the Messiah. He acknowledged that he was only the 
messenger, and  unfit to “stoop and untie his sandal 
straps.”  John urged them to prepare for one far holier than he, 
who would walk among them. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION STUDIES 
Sr. Elsa’s Spiritual Book Club 
Mondays 9:15am to 10:45am. The book 
being studied is Twelve Little Ways to 
Transform Your Heart by Susan Moto 
based on the spirituality of St. Therese of 
Lisieux. 
 

Getting Ready For Sunday 
Thursdays 1pm to 2:30pm and repeated 
at 7:30pm to 9:00pm with Fr. Richard. Gain a deeper 
insight into the Scriptures for Sunday Mass and a 
deeper understanding of the readings and of the 
culture and context within which they were written. 
Discussions are held on Thursday afternoons at 1pm to 
2:30pm and repeated in the evening at 7:30pm to 
9:00pm. 
 

The Bible and the Sacraments: Journey 
Through Scripture will resume January 10th 
until February 21st with Fr. Richard. Learn about 
the life changing power of the sacraments, their 
meaning and origin as illuminated in Sacred Scripture. 
 

Sessions take place in the Pastoral Center Library. 

CHRISTMAS COOKIES FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

   We are happy once again to 
continue with what has become a 
parish tradition for 20 years, our 
Christmas Cookie Project to benefit 
the homebound in our parish. It 
would be wonderful if our bakers 
would drop off their cookies in the 

narthex on Wednesday, December 13th.  
   All types of homemade cookies are appreciated. 
Please contact Ellie Alber at 908-204-8988/
elliealber@gmail.com or Ann Ryan at 908-580-
9740/alr222@me.com if you can contribute. 
Thank you for furthering the mission of St. 
Vincent de Paul Parish. 

FAITH FORMATION CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

Our Faith Formation students 
will be presenting their annual 
Christmas Pageant on 
Sunday, December 10th at 
2:00pm in the Church. The 
students are very excited! All 
parishioners and friends are 
invited. 

Our Advent Giving Tree is now 
available in the Church narthex. You 
are invited to select an Advent 
Angel from the tree, purchase the 
requested gift and return it to the 
church meeting room no later 
than Monday, December 11th. 

Please attach the Angel securely to the 
unwrapped gift.  
There will also be a box available to collect gift 
certificates. The gifts collected will be distributed 
to Catholic Charities, Paterson, St. Agnes Church, 
Paterson, Family Promise, Morristown and 
Bridges Outreach. For questions please contact  
Sr. Elsa at 908-295-4944/srelsa@stvdp.org. 

mailto:elliealber@gmail.com
mailto:9740/alr222@me.com
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Juan Diego  
Feast Day—December 9  

Born 1474– Died to this world 1548  
 
Juan Diego was baptized at 50 years old. He was 
walking to Mass on Dec. 9, 1531, when the Blessed 
Mother appeared to him on Tepeyac Hill, near 
Mexico City. She asked him to petition the bishop 
for a shrine to be built there. But the bishop asked 
for a sign. On Dec. 12, Juan returned to Tepeyac. 
Mary told him to pick flowers blooming atop the 
hill and put them in his cloak to take to the 
bishop. When Juan opened the cloak, the flowers 
fell out and the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
adorned his garment. This miraculous image is 
preserved in the famous basilica in Mexico City. 
Juan lived out his days as a hermit near the first 
chapel built there. He was canonized in 2002.  
 

SAINT OF THE WEEK  

If you would like to participate in our Christmas Flower offering, please use the envelope that was provided 
in your monthly packet or use the form below and return to the parish office. If you have any questions 

please contact Vera at the Parish House 908-647-0118/vcastagna@stvdp.org.  
Offerings are due no later than December 17th  

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————-
In Memory of:_________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
Gifted by: :_____________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Amount:__________________ 
 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERING 

      Schedule of Mass for Christmas Eve and Day 
       Sunday, December 24th—Christmas Eve: 4:00pm and 6:00pm 

       Monday, December 25th—Midnight, 8:30am and 10:30am  
 

Confession  
Wednesday, December 20th from 7:00pm to 9:00pm  

Saturday, December 23rd from 4:00pm to 4:45pm 
or by appointment 

 
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 

Sunday, December 31st—Vigil: 5:00pm (no 6:00pm Mass) 
Monday, January 1st—10:30am  

 

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 
Students in 3rd grade and 
beyond who are interested in 
training to be an Altar Server are 
encouraged to have a parent contact 
the parish office to let us know so 
that training can be set up for you. 
Serving at the Altar is a great gift to 

Jesus and this community and will deepen your 
love for Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.  

FAMILY ROSARY 
Come join us with your whole 
family to pray the Rosary before 
the Blessed Sacrament on Friday,  
December 15th at 7:00pm.  
Potluck dessert and fun activities 
for families will take place after 
prayer, Adoration and Benediction. 
RSVP to Amy Pejman at 

amypejman@hotmail.com. 

mailto:908-647-0118/vcastagna@stvdp.org.
mailto:amypejman@hotmail.com.
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   The Bishop will be celebrating Mass at 9:30am on 
Saturday, December 9th at the Cathedral to 
commemorate the 80th Anniversary of the actual date 
of the creation of the Diocese of Paterson (December 
9th, 1937). Breakfast will follow at the Brownstone, 
Paterson at 11am. Tickets are $40 per person and are 
available online at www.rcdop.org/breakfast. All 
parishioners, families and friends are invited to this 
day of celebration for all of us living in the Diocese of 
Paterson. 

YOU ARE INVITED TO SAVE THE DATE 

OUR FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
We are currently in need of pancake 
mix, jelly, canned corn, canned 
carrots, tomato sauce, tomato paste, 
5 lb bag of white rice, canned black 
beans, dry black beans and coffee. 
 

Items are to be dropped off in 
the basket in the vestibule of 
the church. Thank you for donating to those 
most in need, especially at this time of year. 

CHRISTMAS PIE SALE 
The Knights of Columbus are 
sponsoring a Christmas Pie 
Sale. A large selection of 
fresh baked 10 inch pies and 
sticky buns will be available. 
Order forms may be found 
on our website and will be in 
the bulletin next weekend.  
Pre-paid orders will be 

accepted through Sunday, December 17th 
and you can pick up your order on 
Saturday, December 23rd in the gym from 
1:00pm to 3:00pm. 

You are invited to an Open House this Sunday, 
December 3rd from 9:00am to 12:30am in Room 
12 in the Pastoral Center. We offer each child valuable 
knowledge to strive for academic, creative and social 
excellence and to grow in self-esteem in both spiritual 
and moral responsibility and in those values needed to 
face the challenges of tomorrow’s future. Our 
curriculum features open enrollment, after school care, 
homework, tutoring for grades 1 through 4, and 
summer school programs. Visit our website at 
justuskidslearningcenter.com. Register today! 

JUST US KIDS LEARNING CENTER 

Parishioners are invited to join 
our Diocesan and parish 
sponsored Simbang Gabi, a 
Filipino tradition of a nine day 
novena of Masses during Advent. 
Please come on Monday, 
December 18th for Mass at 
7:00pm celebrated by Fr. 
Richard.  The novena is 
coordinated by the Diocesan 
Commission for Catholic Filipino 

Ministries of the Paterson Diocese. Refreshments 
to follow in the church meeting room. For more 
information contact Emma Militante at  
mommilitante@gmail.com. 

The Knights of Columbus 
Thanksgiving Day Food Drive in 
support of St. Agnes Parish, 
Paterson was a huge success. Over 
170 turkeys and hams were 
donated by the members of our 

community. Other donated food items completely 
filled the truck provided by the Beer family. 
Without your generosity, none of this would be 
possible. The Knights and the parishioners of St. 
Agnes humbly thank all of you who donated and 
helped share the spirit of Thanksgiving. 

http://www.rcdop.org/breakfast.
mailto:mommilitante@gmail.com.

