The Roman Catholic Parish
of St. Vincent de Paul
250 Bebout Avenue,
Stirling, New Jersey 07980
Phone: (908) 647-0118

Fax: (908) 647-5992

We are a Catholic community rooted in the
Eucharist and committed to the poor.

Parish Office—908-647-0118
After office hours in an
Emergency call 973-222-0720
Parish website: stvincentschurch.org
Parish Email: parish@stvdp.org
PASTORAL STAFF
Fr. A. Richard Carton, Pastor
frrichardcarton@stvdp.org
Vincent G. Clarke,
Music Ministry
908-647-4926
Sr. Nadine Fodor OP
Licensed Counselor 551-655-4943
Sr. Elsa Jeronimo, C.S.JB.
Director of Social Outreach
srelsa@stvdp.org

Deirdre Nemeth
Director of Religious Formation
908-647-6772 dnemeth@stvdp.org
Amilee Bishop
Youth/Confirmation Coordinator
908-295-8104.
StVincent@boldym.com
Peter O’Neill, Deacon
908-647-7258 pjoneill@att.net
Parish Trustees
Alan Tangreti
Timothy Wallisch
PARISH OFFICE STAFF
Maria DeLuca
Religious Formation Secretary
Tonianne VanDerveer
Parish Secretary
Mary Woods
Parish Finance Coordinator
PARISH SCHOOL
908-647-0421
Fax 908-647-3878
Website www.stvdp.org
John Paul Crescenzo
Principal
Vera Castagna
School Secretary
Staci Ciamei
School Finance Coordinator

Sunday Mass Schedule
(Vigil Mass)
Saturday —5 PM
Sunday
8:30 AM, 10:30AM and 6:00 PM
Confession—Saturday at
4—4:45 PM, and at other times
by appointment.

Weekday Mass Schedule
8:30 AM Monday - Saturday
“It would be easier for the world
to survive without the sun than to
do so without the Holy Mass.”
St. Padre Pio
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FINANCIAL REPORT
The weekend of March 12th and 13th

Total amount in 240 envelopes:
Loose:
Online Parish Pay:
—————————————Total offered:

$ 9,880
$ 2,790
$ 3,049
$15,719

Diocesan Assessment

$ 2,934

EASTER COLLECTION: The collection at
Easter is the 2nd largest collection of the year. We
depend on this collection, as we do on the
Christmas collection, to make up the difference
between operating costs and the amount offered
weekly. Please prayerfully reflect on your offering
this Easter. Thank you in advance for your
generosity and for all you do to make this parish
the wonderful place of faith, service and
community it is.

MASS INTENTIONS
MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK
March 21st
8:30 AM
Marian and Bill Hosford
Vinny Espinosa
Patrick Hughes

There is no 7PM Mass or Confessions this evening
due to the Chrism Mass at St. Philip’s in Clifton.
TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
March 22nd
8:30 AM
The Families and Students of
Villa Walsh Academy (Living)
Holy Souls in Purgatory
Colleen Colombrito

7:00 PM

WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
8:30 AM

OPERATION RICE BOWL
Hungering to Build a Community
We follow Jesus this week on our Lenten journey as he
enters Jerusalem, a community he knew well. CRS Rice
Bowl asks us to prayerfully enter into our own
communities, to find those who are hungry and thirsty,
those who need our help. How does our Lenten journey
motivate us to serve those we encounter in our daily
lives. Crsricebowl.org .

RICE BOWLS MAY BE RETURNED TO THE
CHURCH OR PARISH OFFICE AFTER LENT.
HOLY LAND COLLECTION ON GOOD FRIDAY
Pope Francis has asked for our support of Christians
in the Holy Land.
Through the Good Friday Collection, you join with
Catholics around the world to stand in solidarity with
the Church in the Holy Land. When you contribute to
the Good Friday Collection, you become an instrument
of peace in a troubled land.
In these challenging times in the Middle East, your
support means that our church will conduct parish
ministry, provide Catholic education, feed the hungry,
build housing for Christians, maintain shrines and
operate refugee centers in the Holy Land.
Christians, along with all of the clergy and religious
who serve in the Holy Land, will deeply appreciate your
prayers and financial help! The political, religious and
military challenges in the Holy Land are more complex
than ever. The wars, unrest and instability have been
especially hard on Christians.
Our parish will support Christians in the Holy Land
through the Good Friday Collection, as requested by
Pope Francis. Like Simon of Cyrene, you can help carry
the cross under very difficult circumstances in the Holy
Land.

The McCoy Family (Living)
Ben and Mark Palumbo
Alice and Peter Dunigan

7:00 PM

March23rd

Joseph Tremarco
Edward Turner
John McMonagle
Christine Dos Santos
Jim Cardellichio
Deacon Bill Wagner

THE SACRED TRIDUUM
HOLY THURSDAY —No Morning Mass
7:30 PM—Mass of the Lord’s Supper
For the members of the parish,
living and deceased.
Adoration until midnight in the Chapel.
The Passion and Death of our Lord
No Mass on Good Friday
3:00 PM
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
with Veneration of the Cross
7:30 PM
Stations of the Cross
HOLY SATURDAY
Noon—Blessing of Easter Food (school gym)
No 5 PM Mass
7:30 PM - The Great Vigil of Easter
Easter Sunday Mass at
8:30 and 10:30 AM
Offered for the members of the parish,
living and deceased.
No evening Mass on Easter Sunday

March 19th / March 20th

Page Three

PASTORS COLUMN

THE SUFFERING OF JESUS AND THE SUFFERING OF CHRISTIANS IN THE WORLD

We enter this week into the Holiest of Weeks in the year. Meditating on the Passion and Death of
Jesus we are also mindful of those who suffer greatly because of their convicted witness to Jesus. The
events of the Passion and Death which Jesus endured cannot be either a matter of history or sentimentality
for us. It is important that we proper and sufficient reflection on the sacrifice Jesus made in love for every
one of us. For some of our brothers and sisters in Christ the reality of suffering, and the possibility of death
for their love of Jesus is an every day reality. Just last week I was horrified to read of the four Missionaries
of Mercy Sisters in Yemen who were martyred. Sister Anslem, Sister Reginette, Sister Judith, and Sister
Marguerite were serving as caretakers at the Missionaries of Charity's convent and nursing home in Aden,
Yemen. These sisters left their homes in India and Africa to serve the poor, elderly, and disabled in the wartorn country of Yemen. They worked together with volunteers at the convent's home care center, where they
served around sixty to eighty patients of all religions. On March 4, the convent was attacked by two gunmen
who killed Srs. Anslem, Judith, Marguerite, and Reginette, along with sixteen other victims, including
volunteers from Ethiopia and Yemen. Each victim was found handcuffed and shot in the head. No residents
of the nursing home were harmed. Pope Francis called the sisters who ranged in age from 59 to 33, “martyrs
of today” who “gave their blood for the Church.” A Salesian priest, Father Tom Uzhunnalil, from India, who
was kidnapped during the attack has not been found or heard from.
Conflict for Christians is more and more in the news. March 15th, marked 5 years since the
beginning of the Syrian war. According to the BBC, over 250,000 Syrians have lost their lives in this armed
conflict, and 11 million have been forced from their homes. The rise of the Islamic extremist group, the
Islamic State (ISIS) has been waging terror against all who stand in their way and do not comply with their
demands or beliefs. This often includes Christians. More than 4.5 million people have fled Syria since the
beginning of the crisis, creating a humanitarian crisis in the neighboring countries who do not have the
proper infrastructure set up to support this flood of refugees. Earlier this year the Open Doors, who for over
60 years, has worked in the world's most oppressive countries, empowering Christians who are persecuted
for their beliefs, issued their World Watch List which listed the 50 countries worldwide where Christians
experience the most severe persecution. This year’s Top Ten countries in order are: North Korea, Iraq,
Eritrea, Afghanistan, Syria, Pakistan, Somalia, Sudan, Iran, and Libya. According to that Watch List the
killing of Christians in northern Nigeria has increased a staggering 62% since last year. There is much
happening in the world and Christians are giving the ultimate witness to Jesus. Please take time to pray,
know more, understand and advocate on their behalf.
In this Holiest of Weeks let us lift up a prayer of deep thanksgiving to God for what Jesus did for us
and for our brothers and sisters who are remaining faithful to Jesus. When I reflect on their witness my own
seems so ordinary. Please join us in prayer during the days of the Sacred Triduum which contain some of
the most beautiful and rich rituals of our faith.
Peace, Fr. Richard
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Those who serve in the military:
Sean Milde, James Minogue, Greg Scaduto, Frank
Fasano, Marcia Fernandes, Richard Lister, Eric
Leverone, Jay Donato, Frank Messina, Eileen Murphy,
Peter Giovanni, Brian Reynolds, John E. Siedler IV,
and Alex Slevens.
Those who are ill:
Saverio Lacopo, Erin Lonergan, Lou Aroneo, Mary
Jane Postal, Rosa Benitez, Jack and Maria Bickel, Bob
Mikulyak, Marilynn Fogarty, Cecile Fountain-Jardim,
Msgr. Patrick Brown, Mary Keller, Richard, Scherer,
Dorothy Paul, Givi Trauwaert, Ruth Ann Rahe, Daniel
Nastarowicz, Jonathan and John Tantaros, Mary
Bigelis, George Armenti III, MaryAnn Paster, Anne
Galdieri, Terry McCloskey, Patricia Caruso-Minicozzi,
Susan Holmes, Pat Moran, Carmel Connolly and Eric
Binner.
Those who have died to this world
Larry Scala, Deacon Bill Wagner, and Thomas Murphy
Requiescat in Pace
May all the faithful who have departed this world rest
in your eternal peace.
Amen.

Holy Week, Sacred Triduum and
Easter Sunday Schedule 2016
Tuesday of Holy Week
Confessions – 7:30 to 9 PM
(Several confessors will be present)
Wednesday of Holy Week
Seder Supper – 7:30 PM
(tickets needed)
Holy Thursday
Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 7:30 PM
with adoration following until midnight.
Good Friday
Passion of the Lord and Veneration of the Cross
3PM
Stations of the Cross – 7:30 PM
Holy Saturday
Blessing of Easter Food – Noon
(in the school hall)
The Great Vigil of Easter – 7:30 PM
Easter Sunday
Mass at 8:30 and 10:30 AM
(No evening Mass on Easter Sunday)
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NEXT SUNDAY MASS READINGS

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE
RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
First Reading: Acts 10:34a, 37-43
Peter discusses Jesus' life of preaching and healing.
Jesus was crucified, and then he rose up and was seen
by his chosen witnesses. Peter also mentions the
importance of all the disciples bearing witness to what
they saw, so that many people would believe in Jesus,
and have their sins forgiven through him.
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4
Paul asserts that we must pay attention to higher
realms rather than earthly concerns. Our life is not yet
completely known to us, until Christ appears and we
are raised to glory in him.
Gospel: John 20:1-9
When Mary Magdalene
discovered Jesus' tomb
was open, she told
Simon
Peter
and
another disciple. They
ran to the tomb and
Peter went inside. He found the burial wrappings on
the ground, with the head covering separate from the
rest. The other disciple came in and they believed what
they saw, although until then they had not understood
the Scripture's message of Jesus' resurrection.
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS
We are short of several items: Pancake mix, white Rice,
canned and dry black beans, ravioli, spam, spaghetti
sauce (traditional or meat sauce). Additional items that
are greatly appreciated are: Dry milk, canned pears and
pineapple, dry mashed potatoes, coffee, hot chocolate
mix, Honey Nut Cheerios, and Frosted Flakes.
Responding to the needs of the poor is a Corporal Work
of Mercy.
SPIRITUALITY CONVOCATION
The College of St. Elizabeth cordially invites you to the
annual Spirituality Convocation. It will take place on
Saturday, April 9th from 9:45 to 4:30 PM. It will include
two keynotes (Dr. Nancy Pineda-Madrid and Father
Anthony Ciorra) and a choice of 5 workshops. (Fr. Ricardo Benitez (in Spanish), Laura Curcione, Fr. Paul
Manning, Sr. Mary Canavan SC, and Sr. Alice Swartz
RSM) on the theme: Hope: The Spirit Ventures Forth)
It will include snacks, lunch and Saturday evening
Mass. The cost of the day is $35.00 by March 31 and
$40.00 (check or cash) at the door. Please register by
mail or online. For online registrations please go to
csr.edu homepage, click on the link 2016 Spirituality
Convocation and follow the prompts. You may pay via
credit card through “Pay Pal” For Phone Registration,
please call 973-290-4337.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION / FAITH FORMATION

The past two Sundays, 1st through 8th grade faith formation families came together as a community to
enjoy a meal together, learn about and share their faith with each other. This year’s topic was
“Angels: Who They are and Their Role in Our Lives” which included learning about the Angels in the
Bible, the 9 Choirs of Angels and how our Guardian Angels act in our lives. Many parents commented
on “what a great event” they thought it was, “How interesting the topic was” and how much they
enjoyed the company of other families in the parish..
Janet Spinelli, mother of a 7th grader wrote, “Thanks for a wonderful program yesterday morning! I enjoy
these family programs very much and feel better knowing about my guardian angel - something my
grandmother used to always believe in but I had let it slip away from my faith. Julia enjoyed it too and we
really enjoyed being together….. I really believe that the past two years with all the faith opportunities I have
explored that I have grown in my faith.”

Kacey Bedi, mother of a 7 year old, “We enjoyed learning about Angels!! It gave both of us a lot to talk about.
Great event!”
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SCHOOL NEWS

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

We are proud to recognize 8th grader
Laura Baeyens for her achievements in
poetry! Laura was recently awarded the
Gold Key for excellence in poetry by the
Alliance for Young Artists and
Writers.
The Alliance for Young
Writers and Artists is a non-profit
organization that identifies teenagers
with exceptional artistic and literary
talent. The Scholastic Art and Writing Awards bring
the children's remarkable work to a national
audience. Please read her outstanding poem below!

This year we have a double gift in the Year of Mercy
and Divine Mercy Sunday. Both offer the
opportunity for a Plenary Indulgence (explained in the
bulletin 2 weeks ago, for a refresher access the bulletin
online). Divine Mercy Sunday will be celebrated on
April 3rd with devotions beginning at 2 PM, the
Chaplet sung at 3 PM and the opportunity for prayer
before the Blessed Sacrament and the image of Divine
Mercy.
Please make every effort to attend and celebrate this
once in a lifetime opportunity with the combination of
Divine Mercy Sunday and the Year of Mercy.
“Look into my heart and see there the love and mercy
which I have for humankind, and especially for sinners.
Look, and enter into my Passion”
Jesus to St. Faustina (Diary, 1663)

My Voice, My Song
My voice is like a song of a young songbird,
Unsure; wavering
And unlike one of an old sparrow
It has not yet learned
Harmonious notes
It is cacophonous,
Discordant
Never understanding what for
It should sing
This does not keep me,
However,
From signing when
The sun rises
Joyfully
And singing when
The sun disappears
Mournfully
And, though, my song,
More times than not,
Is swallowed by
An abyss of indifference
The times my song wins
And is heard
Are truly the greatest
For then others, too
Learn my song
And sing it in reply
NEWS FROM THE DIOCESAN SCHOOLS OFFICE

The Catholic Schools Office, Diocese of Paterson, is
seeking applicants for the 2016-2017 school year for the
following position:
School Principal at St. Patrick Elementary School,
Chatham, New Jersey
Information and application materials can be
found
at
http://www.patdioschools.org/
administrative-openings.

BEREAVEMENT GROUP
St. Vincent de Paul Parish and St. Mary’s Church in
Watchung are combining their Bereavement Support
Groups this Spring. The Bereavement sessions will
begin on Thursday, March 31st at 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM.
in St. Mary’s Center located at 225 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, N.J., 07069.
We will meet for 6 consecutive Thursday evenings.
We will end on May 12th. This group is open to all
whether you are grieving the loss of a loved one, sibling
or friend. To register, please call our Bereavement Coordinator, Barbara Carlson at 908-647-0407 or the
Parish House at 908-647-0118.
SEDER MEAL
On Wednesday, March 23rd at 7:30 PM
we will have our Seder Meal, Prayer and
then dinner in the Parish Center. Please
call the Parish Office at 908-647-0118 if
you would like to attend. We look
forward to seeing you.

