
The Roman Catholic Parish  
of St. Vincent de Paul 
  250 Bebout Avenue  

Stirling, New Jersey  07980 
Phone: (908) 647-0118    Fax: (908) 647-5992 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Parish Office—908-647-0118 

In an emergency call  
973-222-0720  

 

Parish website:  
stvincentschurch.org 

Parish email:  
parish@stvdp.org 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. A. Richard Carton, Pastor 
frrichardcarton@gmail.com 
 

Fr. William (Bill) Mooney 
Weekend Assistant 
 

Elena Bird Zolnick Director of 
Sacred Music  907-953-0128  
elenatbird@gmail.com 
 

Vincent G. Clarke, Organist 
908-647-4926 
 

Sr. Krystyna Dziadkowiec 
Pastoral Associate 
srkrystyna@stvdp.org 
 

Sr. Elsa Jeronimo, C.S.JB. 
Director of Social Outreach 
srelsa@stvdp.org 
 

Deirdre Nemeth 
Director of Religious Formation 
908-647-0421 dnemeth@stvdp.org 
 

Maria Allen 
Youth Minister 
908-295-8104 
stvincent@boldym.com 
 

Peter O’Neill, Deacon 
908-647-7258 pjoneill@att.net 
 

 
 

PARISH OFFICE STAFF 
Vera Castagna 
Parish Secretary 
 

Maria DeLuca  
Religious Formation Secretary 
 

Teri Kesselmeyer 
Technology and Communications 
 

Mary Woods  
Parish Finance Coordinator 

We are a Catholic community  
rooted in the Eucharist  

and committed to the poor. 

Sunday Mass Schedule  
 

(Vigil Mass) 
Saturday —5:00PM 

     
Sunday  

8:30AM, 10:30AM  
and 6:00PM 

 

Confession: Saturday at 4PM 
or other days by appointment.  

Weekday Mass Schedule  
 

 
8:30AM Monday - Saturday 

 
 
“It would be easier for the 
world to survive without the 
sun than to do so without the 
Holy Mass.”  

 St. Padre Pio 
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SUNDAY COLLECTION REPORT MASS INTENTIONS 
Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God 

 

MONDAY      January 1st 
10:30AM   Matthew J. Sheridan 
                  Nora Coletta 

            Amanda Rose Laura 
 
 

TUESDAY     January 2nd 
                   Saint Basil the Great and  

 Saint Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and  
           Doctors of the Church 

8:30AM                            Fr. Giles Maria Barrie (Living)  
                                              Catherine Heller 

               Pat Scalgoine 
 
 

WEDNESDAY    January 3rd 
                          The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
8:30AM                           Kate Smith 
                                             Edward Jardim 
                                             Raymond Nardo 
                                             Frank Giacumbo 
 
 

THURSDAY       January 4th 
             Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 

8:30AM                            Deacon James Morris 
                                             Robert Heim  
                                             Jack Schlegel  
 
 

FRIDAY   January 5th 
             Saint John Neumann, Bishop 

8:30AM                           John Calabro (Living) 
        Pat Moran 

             John Hurley 
 
 

SATURDAY   January 6th 
                  Saint Andre Bessette, Religious 

8:30AM                          Ruth Ann Rahe 
                Adele Brownlee 

                                           Mary Dalessio  
                                             Jessie Giacumbo 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 
 

5:00PM (Vigil)               Pat Passarelli 
                                            Anna T. Garbelotto 
                                           Deceased members of the parish 

 
 

SUNDAY  January 7th 
8:30AM                           Deacon Bill Wagner 

                       Therese McCloskey 
                                          Deceased members of the Buziak  
                                          and McMonagle Families 
 
 

10:30AM                         Martha Rose  
             John Bonacci 

                          Msgr. Patrick Brown 
 
 

6:00PM                          Anthony LaRezza 
                                            Anne Galdieri  
                                            Walter Kossmann 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Parish will have a 
bus going to Washington DC for the 
March For Life on Friday, 
January 19th. The cost is $30. 
Registration flyers are available at the 
parish office and on our website. 
Contact Teri Kesselmeyer with questions or 
concerns 908-647-0118 .The bus departs after the 
6am Mass and breakfast and returns 
approximately between 9:00pm and 10:00pm. 

MARCH FOR LIFE 2018 

The collection for the Fourth Sunday of 
Advent will be reported in next weekend's 
bulletin. 

The Christmas collection will be published 
at the end of the Christmas Season.  

Thank you to all who sacrificially support 
the mission of the parish.  

Daily Mass Readings 
 

Monday 
Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7;  
Lk 2:16-21 
 
Tuesday 
1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 
 
Wednesday 
1 Jn 2:29-3:6; Jn 1:29-34 
 
Thursday 
1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42 
 
First Friday 
1 Jn 3:11-21; Jn 1:43-51 
 
First Saturday 
1 Jn 5:5-13; Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 

Eucharistic Adoration takes 
place this First Friday, January 
5th immediately following the 
8:30am Mass until Saturday 

8:00am. Prayerfully consider 
sharing your time with the Lord 

over these 24 hours. 
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 The Passion of the Christ was the most intense movie I’ve ever seen. But there was a moment of 
comic relief, a flashback to a young Jesus in the back yard, building a new invention. It was the kind of 
table that is now commonplace. But in a society where people reclined to dine, this table would have put 
the food out of reach. Mary asked him to explain his idea. He responded that people would eat sitting 
upright, on chairs. Mary replied authoritatively, “it will never catch on!” He laughed, washed up for 
dinner, and playfully splashed mom with the wash water. There is more to this scene than just a break in 
the action. It is a subtle way of showing that Jesus was fully human. For being human does not just mean 
having flesh and blood, but kith and kin. It means belonging to a family. 

 The pagan philosophers of Greece and Rome reflected quite insightfully upon the role of family in 
human life. They saw that children owed more to their parents than to anyone except God. Obviously, 
kids’ physical existence and basic education depend upon mom and dad. But if you think about it, 
children owe much more to their parents. We learn our native tongue not from our schoolteachers, but 
from our parents. We pick up from them, as by osmosis, attitudes, mannerisms, gestures, and habits. Like 
it or not, we are profoundly influenced not only by our genes, but by our family experience. 

 For this reason, the ancients described a special family virtue that falls under the Cardinal Virtue 
of Justice. Justice involves the determination to give others their due. The virtue of Piety, recognizing the 
extraordinary debt that children owe their parents, gives parents a unique degree of honor, respect, and 
affection. Of course we have the obligation to honor and respect all human beings, since they are made in 
the image and likeness of God. But the degree of honor we are bound to give to others is directly 
proportional to the burden of responsibility that they bear for our sakes. No one has been given more 
responsibility for us than our parents, and so we must give them more honor and respect than anyone. 

 This is laid out clearly in the very order of the Ten Commandments. The first three commands 
outline our duty to God. The very first commandment having to do with obligations to human beings is 
#4: “Honor your Father and your Mother.” When we are minors, this means obeying our parents. When 
we are adults, this means caring and providing for them in the winter season of their lives (Sirach 3:12). 
In his final act on the cross, Jesus did just this, entrusting his widowed mother to the care of the beloved 
disciple (John 19:26-27). 

 Okay, so it was easier for Jesus to give his parents honor, affection, and respect given that Mary 
was immaculate and Joseph was a saint. And it was certainly easier for Mary and Joseph not to nag or 
provoke Jesus (Colossians 3:21) based on the fact that he was the sinless Son of God. Most households, 
like mine, are populated with both parents and kids who happen to be sinners. That’s why the Church 
gives us Col 3: 12-21 as the second reading for the Feast of the Holy Family with its command to “forgive 
as the Lord has forgiven you.” A Christian family is holy not because it is sinless, but because it responds 
to sin with forgiveness rather than resentment.  In my household, when we hurt each other, we don’t just 
let it slide. The offender must find it within himself to say “I’m sorry, please forgive me.” And the one 
offended must pronounce those liberating words: “I forgive you.” And then the matter must be forgotten. 

 But in addition to forgiveness, patience and forbearance are required. Sometimes it is not the sin 
of another that gets to us, but faults, annoying habits, or just ideas different than our own, like Jesus’ 
newfangled table. The family is the first place where we learn to become broader people, to celebrate, 
laugh and splash water at such differences rather than let them divide us. 
 
About the author: Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio writes from Texas. For his resources on parenting and family life or 
information on his pilgrimages to Rome and the Holy Land, visit www.crossroadsinitiative.com or call 1.800.803.0118. 
From a colorful and varied background as a professor of theology, a father of five, business owner, and professional 
performer Marcellino D’Ambrosio (aka “Dr. Italy”) crafts talks, blog posts, books, and videos that are always 
fascinating, practical, and easy to understand. He is a TV and radio personality, New York Times best-selling author, 
speaker, and pilgrimage host who has been leading people on a journey of discovery for over thirty years. For complete 
bio and video, visit the Dr. Italy page. 

 The Holy Family by Marcellino D'Ambrosio, PH.D.  

http://www.crossroadsinitiative.com
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 
Those who serve in the military: 

James Minogue, Nick Ragazzo, Stephen J. 
Campbell, Sean Milde, Frank Fasano, Richard 
Lister, Eric Leverone, Jay Donato, Frank Messina, 
Eileen Murphy, Peter Giovanni, John E. Siedler IV 
 

Those who are ill:   
Joe Connolly, John Daglian, Parker Watson, 
Annette McGrory, Marian Zoll, Lou Aroneo, 
Patrick Bergin, Joseph Rota, Lynne Coombs, Lucy 
Bustillos, Paula Matchen, May Hill, Caitlin Shea, 
Bill Wallisch, Larry Oster, Nanci Gamba, 
Elizabeth Early, Serenity Rose Apuzzo, Helen 
Munro and Eric Binner 
 

Those who have died to this world 
Requiescat in Pace 

May all the faithful who have departed this world 
rest in your eternal peace. Amen 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 
Isaiah speaks poetically of the coming of the Lord. He 
describes how “darkness covers the earth” but light and 
glory appear over God’s chosen people. 
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
Paul tells the Ephesians that the Jews and Gentiles are 
now co-heirs of the promises God has made. He 
explains that both groups are now members of one 
body through Jesus Christ. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 
After Jesus’ birth, three astrologers from the east came 
to Jerusalem and inquired about the newborn king of 
the Jews. King Herod became greatly angered, and 
asked the astrologers to bring him more information 
about the child once they had found him, so that  he too 
could pay homage to the infant.  However, Herod’s true 
plan was to kill Jesus. The wise men were warned in a 
dream not to return to him and they took a different 
route to return home. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION STUDIES 
Sr. Elsa’s Spiritual Book Club 
Mondays 9:15am to 10:45am. The book being studied is 
Twelve Little Ways to Transform Your Heart by Susan 
Moto based on the spirituality of St. Therese of Lisieux. 
Sessions will resume on Monday, January 8, 2018. 
 

Getting Ready For Sunday with Fr. Richard 
Gain a deeper insight into the Scriptures for Sunday 
Mass and a deeper understanding of the readings and 
of the culture and context within which they were 
written. Discussions are held on Thursday afternoons 
at 1pm to 2:30pm and repeated in the evening at 
7:30pm to 9:00pm. Sessions will resume on January 4, 
2018. 
 

The Bible and the Sacraments: Journey 
Through Scripture. Sessions will resume January 
10th until February 21st, 7pm to 8:30pm with Fr. 
Richard. Learn about the life changing power of the 
sacraments, their meaning and origin as illuminated in 
Sacred Scripture. 

Sessions take place in the Pastoral Center Library. 

 
The votive candles before the 

statues of the Blessed Mother and 
St. Joseph are in memory of 

Filomeno and Antonietta DiPaola 

The Parish Office will be 
closed on Monday,  

January 1st in observance of 
the new civil year.  
In the case of an 

emergency please call 
973-222-0720. 

Reborn through the waters of 
Baptism and the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, we embrace: 
 

Michael Francis Faherty  
and  

Titus Andrew Faherty 
 

sons of Michael and Sarah 
claimed now for the fullness of eternal life.   

Come join us with your whole 
family to pray the Rosary before the 

Blessed Sacrament on Friday, 
January 19th beginning at 

7:00pm.  
Potluck dessert and fun activities 
for families will take place after 

prayer, Adoration and Benediction.  
RSVP to Amy Pejman at 

amypejman@hotmail.com 

 

The Rosary is prayed daily Monday through 
Friday and on First Saturdays immediately 
following the 8:30AM Mass. All are welcome to 
pray the Rosary together as a faith community. 

mailto:amypejman@hotmail.com
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We will meet on Wednesday, 
January 10th from 9:15am to 
10:30am and the following 2nd 
and 4th Wednesday of each 

month. We will meet in Room 5 in 
the Faith Formation Center. All 
Moms and young children are 

welcome! Email Josephine Costanzo for questions 
and information at j_gro4@hotmail.com. 

PARISH PLAY GROUP 

The Meals for Moms Ministry 
seeks to support families who have 
just welcomed a new baby. We are 
happy to provide several meals to 
the family during this special time. 
Please contact Danielle Grieco at 
dgrieco7@verizon.net for more 
information. 
If you would like to help by cooking one 
meal please email Danielle.  
 

“Give your hands to serve and your hearts 
to love.”            St. Teresa of Calcutta 

Technology class takes place Tuesdays at 
9:30am to 10:30am in the Library. Sessions 

resume on Tuesday, January 9th.Bring 
your phone and/or tablet in order to learn 
about texting, emailing, pictures and more. 

For questions contact Teri at the Parish 
House or at tkess@stvdp.org. 

Save The Date: Our next Bridges 
Run will be Friday, January 26th. 

The link to sign up to provide food 
and supplies will be available soon. 

Monetary donations will  
also be accepted. 

FREE THROW CONTEST 
 

The annual Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Contest will be Saturday, January 20th from 
1pm to 3pm at the Central School Gym. The 
contest is open to all boys and girls ages 9 through 

14 in the parish and the local community. Age 
eligibility is determined by the age of the 
contestant as of January 1st. For further 

information contact Dan Gildea at 908-377-4508. 

TRIVIA NIGHT 
The Knights are hosting Trivia 

Night on Friday, February 2nd 
from 7pm to 9pm in the gym. It 
is guaranteed to be a fun night with 
family and friends. Food and drinks 
are included and it is all FREE! For 

more information contact Tim 
Wallisch at timwallisch@aol.com  

or call 908-524-7311. 

   Bishop Serratelli is scheduled to make a 
pastoral visit to our parish on Sunday, January 
7th, the Feast of the Epiphany.  
    The Bishop will be the principal celebrant and 
homilist at the 10:30am Mass that day. At the 
conclusion of Mass there will be a time of prayer 
and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with a 
brief catechesis as part of our Family Faith 
Formation. All parishioners who attend the  
10:30am Mass that day are encouraged to stay for 
Adoration and Benediction and to greet the 
Bishop afterwards.  

A Prayer for Families 
We bless your name, O Lord, 

for sending your own incarnate Son, 
to become part of a family, 
so that, as he lived its life, 

he would experience its worries and its joys. 

We ask  you, Lord, 
to protect and watch over this family, 
so that in the strength of your grace 
its members may enjoy prosperity, 

possess the priceless gift of your peace, 
and, as the Church alive in the home, 

bear witness in this world to your glory. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Holy Family of 
Nazareth, watch over all families and be for them 

an example of love and goodness. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all the wonderful bakers who so 
generously contributed to our annual Christmas 

Cookie Project. Our friends at Lounsberry Meadow 
and our homebound parishioners were so grateful for 

the Christmas cheer delivered by Sr. Elsa and her team. 
We are so grateful for your gifts of  

kindness and thoughtfulness. 

PASTORAL VISIT OF THE BISHOP 

mailto:j_gro4@hotmail.com.
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Rachel’s Vineyard is a safe place to renew, 
rebuild and redeem hearts broken by 
abortion. Weekend retreats offer a 
supportive, confidential and non-
judgmental environment where women 
and men can express, release and 
reconcile painful post-abortive emotions 

and begin the process of restoration, renewal and 
healing. The upcoming retreat will be held from 
Friday evening, January 26th through Sunday 
afternoon, January 28th in the Stirling area. To 
register, or for more information, contact Marie at  
973-377-1004 ext. 425. All calls are held in strictest 
confidence. 

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT 

MOUNT SAINT MARY HOUSE OF PRAYER 

New Year, New You 
Tired of making resolutions you do not keep? 

Desiring to change, but not able to sustain new 
habits? This evening of prayer and interaction will 

help you deepen your relationship with God. 
The program will be offered on Tuesday, 

January 9th from 7pm to 9pm.  
The presenter will be Laura M. Arvin, OP 

Registration is required by calling 908-753-2091 
or by email msmhope@msmhope.org 

With the assistance of our 
parish the progress on the 
rectory at St. Paul, Nanpol, 
Haiti, our sister parish, 
has been wonderful. Fr. 
Theo sent this picture just 
before Christmas Day 
which shows the progress 
a n d  t h e  h a p p y 
parishioners who want us 
to know of their gratitude.  
In addition, a generous 
benefactor recently gave 
$5,000 so that the water 
pump may be replaced. 
This will benefit the entire 
community there. In 
January, when our next 
visit takes place, it is the 
intention of Fr. Theo and 
his parishioners to show 
us how much progress is 

being made. Thank you to all who have donated through the Food and Wine fundraiser and on your own 
initiative. More pictures may be found on our parish website. If you would like to make a donation send a 
check made out to St. Vincent de Paul making sure to mark Haiti Mission in the memo line. Donations can 
also be made through our parish website. We are impacting the lives of others tremendously. Thank you.  

mailto:msmhope@msmhope.org

