
The Roman Catholic Parish  
of St. Vincent de Paul 
  250 Bebout Avenue  

Stirling, New Jersey  07980 
Phone: (908) 647-0118    Fax: (908) 647-5992 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish Office—908-647-0118 
In an emergency call  

973-222-0720  
 

Parish website:  
stvincentschurch.org 

Parish email:  
parish@stvdp.org 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. A. Richard Carton, Pastor 
frrichardcarton@gmail.com 
 

Fr. William (Bill) Mooney 
Weekend Assistant 
 

Elena Bird Zolnick Director of 
Sacred Music  907-953-0128  
elenatbird@gmail.com 
 

Vincent G. Clarke, Organist 
908-647-4926 
 

Sr. Krystyna Dziadkowiec 
Pastoral Associate 
srkrystyna@stvdp.org 
 

Sr. Elsa Jeronimo, C.S.JB. 
Director of Social Outreach 
srelsa@stvdp.org 
 

Deirdre Nemeth 
Director of Religious Formation 
908-647-0421 dnemeth@stvdp.org 
 

Maria Allen 
Youth Minister 
908-295-8104 
stvincent@boldym.com 
 

Peter O’Neill, Deacon 
908-647-7258 pjoneill@att.net 
 

Parish Trustees 
Alan Tangreti and Timothy Wallisch 

 

PARISH OFFICE STAFF 
Vera Castagna 
Parish Secretary 
 

Maria DeLuca  
Religious Formation Secretary 
 

Teri Kesselmeyer 
Technology and Communications 
 

Mary Woods  
Parish Finance Coordinator 

We are a Catholic community  
rooted in the Eucharist  

and committed to the poor. 

Sunday Mass Schedule  
 

(Vigil Mass) 
Saturday —5:00PM 

     
Sunday  

8:30AM, 10:30AM  
and 6:00PM 

 

Confession: Saturday at 4PM 
or other days by appointment.  

 

Weekday Mass Schedule  
 

 
8:30AM Monday - Saturday 

 
 
“It would be easier for the 
world to survive without the 
sun than to do so without the 
Holy Mass.”  

 St. Padre Pio 
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SUNDAY COLLECTION REPORT MASS INTENTIONS 
MONDAY      December 11th 

                                  Saint Damasus I, Pope 
8:30AM                       Elizabeth Scanlon (Living) 

            Bernice Wilt 
               Anthony Wan 

 
TUESDAY     December 12th 
      Our Lady of Guadalupe 
8:30AM       Dominic Carton  
                                          Richard Simon 

                   Linda Finnegan 
 

WEDNESDAY    December 13th 
                          Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
8:30AM                    Joseph Romano 
                                         Lillian Gale 

              Beatrice Patti 
                                    

THURSDAY       December 14th 
                          Saint John of the Cross, Priest 

               and Doctor of the Church  
8:30AM  Fr. Roch Mary Greiner (Living) 
   Pat Moran 
   Msgr. Patrick Brown 
 
FRIDAY   December 15th 
8:30AM                       Anne Galdieri 

                 Antonio Vitoria 
                                   Protection of the Unborn 

 
SATURDAY   December 16th 
8:30AM                       Peter Burke (Living) 
                                        Pat Moran 
                                          Mickey and Jack Stack 
                                               
                            THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

5:00PM (Vigil)              Richard Holmes 
                                            Beverly Guldner 

                          Letitia Jorgensen 
 

SUNDAY  December 17th 
8:30AM         Thomas Chesney 
                   Deceased members of the Meade Family 
                                  Deceased members of the parish 
                                             
10:30AM                       Donald Knowles 

                 Reggie Pigna 
                                           Deceased members of the    
                                           Silva and Orlando Families 

 
6:00PM                         Christopher Giraldo 

                      Linda Finnegan 
              Todd Smith 

The weekend of December 2nd and 3rd 
 

Total amount in envelopes:   $8,364 
 

Loose:                                         $2,194 
 

Online Parish Pay:                   $3,160 
 

Total Offered :                     $13,718 
 
Retirement Fund For Religious $3,981 

Daily Mass Readings 
Monday 
Is 35:1-10; Lk 5:17-26 
 
Tuesday 
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a,  
12:1-6a, 10ab; Lk 1:26-38  
or Lk 1:39-47 
 
Wednesday 
Is 40:25-31; Mt 11:28-30 
 
Thursday 
Is 41:13-20; Mt 11:11-15 
 
Friday 
Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19 
 
Saturday 
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Reborn through the waters of 
Baptism and the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, we embrace: 

 Mateo Franck Simon 
son of Jean-Philippe and Gloria 

claimed now for the  
fullness of eternal life.   

Our Advent Giving Tree is 
available in the Church narthex. 
You are invited to select an Advent 
Angel from the tree, purchase the 
requested gift and return it to the 
church meeting room no later 
than Monday, December 11th. 
Please attach the Angel 

securely to the unwrapped gift.  
 

There will also be a box available to collect gift 
certificates. The gifts collected will be distributed 
to Catholic Charities, Paterson, St. Agnes Church, 
Paterson, Family Promise, Morristown and 
Bridges Outreach. For questions please contact Sr. 
Elsa at 908-295-4944/srelsa@stvdp.org. 

mailto:908-295-4944/srelsa@stvdp.org.
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 At this time of year as we celebrate Advent and prepare for Christmas it is not unusual to be asked 
about Midnight Mass. I see the confusion as some parishes have Mass at 10 PM (or at a time other than 
Midnight) on Christmas Eve and it can be referred to as Midnight Mass, but it really is not. Therefore, well 
intentioned people will ask if our Midnight Mass is at Midnight. This is a legitimate question in light of what 
can be confusing to some. So yes, the Solemn Mass at Midnight for Christmas will begin at Midnight, God 
willing. However, I do not believe that this will be the most asked question of this season as a different one 
is emerging. The liturgical calendar this year leaves us with a shortened Advent Season. It is the shortest 
that it can be and follows after last year when it was the longest that it could have been. The Fourth Sunday 
of Advent moves over quickly for the celebration of Christmas Eve as both fall on Sunday, December 24th 
this year.  
 So the question that has already come to me in a variety of ways is—do we have to go to Mass twice 
back to back or is there some sort of dispensation? The answer I prefer is that we never have to go to Mass. 
As Catholics, understanding the beauty and privilege each Mass offers us, we should want to go to Mass out 
of love for the Lord and in obedience of His command to ‘do this in memory of me’. We also keep the 
observation of Sunday as a day sacred to the Lord, and therefore to us. Christmas is a holyday of obligation 
(I prefer the word opportunity to obligation). It is the God given opportunity for each of us to offer ourselves 
in union with Jesus to the Father for our sanctification and to God’s glory. As Catholics we are bound by 
Church law to go to Mass on Sunday and Holydays of Obligation. Therefore, we are bound to attend and 
participate in Mass for (A) the Fourth Sunday of Advent—Saturday, December 23rd—5PM, Sunday, 
December 24th—8:30 or 10:30AM. We are also bound to go for (B) Christmas—Sunday, December 24th—
4PM, 6PM, Monday, December 25th—Midnight, 8:30AM or 10:30AM. In essence, attend one Mass from 
group A and one Mass from group B. This is repeated again with (A) the Feast of the Holy Family—
Saturday, December 30th Mass at 5PM, Sunday—December 31st Mass at 8:30AM and 10:30AM and (B) 
the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God—Sunday December 31st Mass at 5PM and Monday, January 1st 
Mass at 10:30AM. Again, to fulfill the opportunity pick one from A and one from B—no two for ones here. 
Now that you have the answer to the questions, I pray that you will be willing to share with those who might 
be confused on such matters. 
 In the midst of the preparation for Christmas do not forget the spiritual preparations necessary. 
Please make a firm amendment to go to Confession before Christmas. It will be a beautiful gift to give the 
Lord, yourself and those around you. If you cannot make it on Saturday keep in mind that there will be the 
opportunity for Confession on Wednesday, December 20th from 7 to 9PM. In addition, you can contact me 
for a time that is more convenient and we also have the blessing of the Sacrament offered through the 
ministry of the priests at the Shrine of St. Joseph right up the street. On the topic St. Teresa of Calcutta once 
wrote: “And how will you find Jesus? He has made it so easy for us. “Love one another as I loved you.” If 
we have gone astray, we have the beautiful sacrament of confession. We go to confession a sinner full of 
sin. We come from confession a sinner without sin by the greatness of the mercy of God. No need for us to 
despair. No need for us to be discouraged—--no need, if we have understood the tenderness of God’s love. 
You are precious to him. He loves you, and he loves you so tenderly that he has carved you on the palm of 
his hand. These are God’s words written in the Scripture. You know that. Remember that when your heart 
feels restless, when your heart feels hurt, when your heart feels like breaking—--then remember, “I am 
precious to him. He loves me. He has called me by my name. I am his. He loves me. God loves me.” And to 
prove that love he died on the cross.”  
 Congratulations to all involved with BOLD/Fiat Ventures these past 20 years. May God continue to 
motivate young women and men on fire with the love of Jesus to call younger hearts to be filled with the 
love of Christ and to become true disciples of the Lord. Congratulations to their four honorees: Rita Brown, 
John Calabro, Shannon Finnegan and Bob Young, for your witness to Jesus is a blessing. Thank you and 
may God bless each of you. 
Peace, 
Fr. Richard  

 Clarity in case of confusion…... 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Those who serve in the military: 
James Minogue, Nick Ragazzo, Stephen J. Campbell, 
Sean Milde, Frank Fasano, Richard Lister, Eric 
Leverone, Jay Donato, Frank Messina, Eileen Murphy, 
Peter Giovanni, John E. Siedler IV 
 

Those who are ill:   
Anne Moore, John Daglian, Parker Watson, Annette 
McGrory, Marian Zoll, Lou Aroneo, Patrick Bergin, 
Joseph Rota, Lynne Coombs, Lucy Bustillos, Paula 
Matchen, May Hill, Caitlin Shea, Bill Wallisch, Larry 
Oster, Nanci Gamba, Elizabeth Early, Serenity Rose 
Apuzzo, Helen Munro and Eric Binner 
 

Those who have died to this world 
Requiescat in Pace 

May all the faithful who have departed this world rest 
in your eternal peace. Amen 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11 
Isaiah describes the joy and salvation 
which will accompany the coming of 
Christ. He compares the plants which 
spring from a garden to the justice that 
will spring from all nations. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Paul reminds the Thessalonians to constantly ready 
themselves for Christ’s arrival. He tells them to “avoid 
any semblance of evil” so that they may be found 
irreproachable when Jesus does arrive. 
 
Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
John explains that he is only a messenger to the people 
for one more powerful than himself. John stresses to 
them that they must make a path for the one so 
powerful that he is not fit to unfasten the strap of his 
sandal. 

   In order to communicate more effectively with 
you, we are using a new, simple service called 
FLOCKNOTE. This is totally free for you to use 
and it will make it easier for you to stay connected 
to the ministries and/or groups that you care 
about, all by text message or email updates. Your 
information will be completely safe and secure. 
And you can unsubscribe from any updates 
at any time! 
 
   To join, text STVDP to 84576 and follow the 
link or go to flocknote.com/stvdp and join 
online. If you have a problem please call Teri 
Kesselmeyer at the parish office.  

   A Christmas Concert will be 
presented by the musicians of St. 
Vincent de Paul Parish. The 
concert will take place in the church 
next Saturday, December 16th at 
7:00pm. 
 
   Featured will be a guest choral 
group, Magnificat, as well as 

different ensembles and soloists from our parish. 
Tickets are a suggested donation of $20 and can be 
purchased in advance at the parish office as well as at 
the concert. Proceeds will benefit the music ministry 
and music scholarship program, which encourages and 
fosters high school musicians from the community. 
Enter into the Christmas spirit by singing along to 
some of your favorite carols and enjoy a concert of 
festive Christmas music!  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION STUDIES 
Sr. Elsa’s Spiritual Book Club 
Mondays 9:15am to 10:45am. The book 
being studied is Twelve Little Ways to 
Transform Your Heart by Susan Moto 
based on the spirituality of St. Therese of 
Lisieux. 
 

Getting Ready For Sunday 
Thursdays 1pm to 2:30pm and repeated 
at 7:30pm to 9:00pm with Fr. Richard. Gain a deeper 
insight into the Scriptures for Sunday Mass and a 
deeper understanding of the readings and of the 
culture and context within which they were written. 
Discussions are held on Thursday afternoons at 1pm to 
2:30pm and repeated in the evening at 7:30pm to 
9:00pm. 
 

The Bible and the Sacraments: Journey 
Through Scripture will resume January 10th 
until February 21st with Fr. Richard. Learn about 
the life changing power of the sacraments, their 
meaning and origin as illuminated in Sacred Scripture. 

Sessions take place in the Pastoral Center Library. 

Due to a number of conflicts for 
families who usually participate in 
the Rosary and Adoration on the 
3rd Friday of each month, we will 
not hold this devotion on December 
15th. The next time we will gather 
will be January 19th 2018. Please 
mark the date as a reminder on 
your family calendar for a time of 
prayer, fun activity and dessert with 
other families.  

 

The Votive candles before the 
statues of the Blessed Mother and  

St. Joseph are in memory of  
Biagio and Michelina Bernardo 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

TO OUR PARISHIONERS 

FAMILY ROSARY 
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St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 

Feast Day—December 13th 

Born 284—Died to this world 304 

   This saint, venerated by Christians since her own 
time, likely was martyred in Sicily during the 
persecutions of Roman Emperor Diocletian who ruled 
284-305. Lucy reminds us of a value which seems to 
me to be very important for you too: courage. She was a 
young, defenseless woman however who faced torture 
and a violent death with great courage, a courage that 
came to her from the Risen Christ, with whom she was 
united and from the Holy Spirit who dwelt within her. 
Lucy tells us that life is made to be given. She lived this 
out in the supreme form of martyrdom, but the value of 
the gift of self is universal; it is the secret to true 
happiness. Man does not become completely fulfilled 
by having or by doing. One is fulfilled by loving, i.e. by 
giving of oneself. And this can also be understood as 
the secret of the name ‘Lucy’: a person is ‘full of light’ to 
the extent that he or she is a gift to others. In reality, 
every person is a gift. He or she is a precious gift!  

If you would like to participate in our Christmas Flower offering, please use the envelope that was provided 
in your monthly packet or use the form below and return to the parish office. If you have any questions 

please contact Vera at the Parish House 908-647-0118/vcastagna@stvdp.org.  
Offerings are due no later than December 17th  

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 
 
In Memory of:_________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
Gifted by: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Amount:__________________ 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERING 

      Schedule of Mass for Christmas Eve and Day 
       Sunday, December 24th—Christmas Eve: 4:00pm and 6:00pm 

       Monday, December 25th—Midnight, 8:30am and 10:30am  
 

Confession 
Wednesday,  December 20th from 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

Saturdays, December 9th, 16th and 23rd from 4:00pm to 4:45pm 
or by appointment 

 
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 

Sunday, December 31st—Vigil Mass 5:00pm (no 6:00pm Mass) 
Monday, January 1st—10:30am 

 

We are happy once again to continue 
with what has become a parish 
tradition for 20 years, our Christmas 
Cookie Project to benefit the 
homebound in our parish. It would 
be wonderful if our bakers would 
drop off their cookies in the narthex 
on Wednesday, December 13th.  

   All types of homemade cookies are appreciated. 
Please contact Ellie Alber at 908-204-8988/
elliealber@gmail.com or Ann Ryan at 908-580-
9740/alr222@me.com if you can contribute. 

CHRISTMAS COOKIES FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

Sincere thanks to Craig Tuma of Valley Memorial 
Funeral Home for providing parishioners again 

this year with a beautiful faith based calendar for 
2018. Please be sure to pick yours up at the 
entrance to the church before they are gone.  

2018 CALENDARS  ADVENT SAINT OF THE WEEK  

mailto:908-647-0118/vcastagna@stvdp.org.
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   This is a program focused on helping children to 
better interact with the world around them! It offers 
social skills lessons for children and priority will be 
given to elementary age students in grades 
Kindergarten through fifth. The lessons are fun and 
interactive. 
   Classes run for six consecutive Wednesdays 
starting January 10th at 4:15pm to 5:00pm. They 
are held in the Faith Formation Center and conducted 
by Danielle Gasalberti, a certified school psychologist. 
   For more information please email Danielle at 
dgasalberti90@gmail.com. 

THE SOCIAL SKILLS CONNECTION 

The Meals for Moms Ministry 
seeks to support families who have 
just welcomed a new baby. We are 
happy to provide several meals to 
the family during this special time. 
Please contact Danielle Grieco at 
dgrieco7@verizon.net for more 
information. 
If you would like to help by cooking one 
meal please email Danielle.  
 

“Give your hands to serve and your hearts 
to love.”            St. Teresa of Calcutta 

 

Is your child struggling with reading and/ 
or spelling? Now is a good time to have a  
tutor help your child gain the skills and 

confidence they need to succeed in school. 
Reading is a gift that will last a lifetime.  

Contact Sister Ann Lavelle at  
973-750-4311 or visit 

www.keystosuccessforyou.com  
for more information. 

NEED A TUTOR FOR READING? 

OUR FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
We are currently in need of pancake 

mix, jelly, canned corn, canned 
carrots, tomato sauce, tomato paste, 
5 lb bag of white rice, canned black 
beans, dry black beans and coffee. 
Items are to be dropped off in 
the basket in the vestibule of 

the church.  
Thank you for donating to those most in need, 

especially at this time of year. 

CHRISTMAS PIE SALE 

The Knights of Columbus 
are sponsoring a Christmas 
Pie Sale. A large selection of 
fresh baked 10 inch pies and 
sticky buns will be available. 
Order forms can be found in 
the narthex, on our website 
and in this weekend’s 
bulletin.  
 

Pre-paid orders will be accepted through 
Sunday December 17th and you can pick up 
your order on Saturday, December 23rd in 
the gym from 1:00pm to 3:00pm. 

We will meet on Wednesday, 
December 13th from 9:15am to 
10:30am and the following 2nd 
and 4th Wednesday of each 

month. We will meet in Room 5 in 
the Faith Formation Center. All 
Moms and young children are 

welcome! Email Josephine Costanzo for questions 
and information at j_gro4@hotmail.com. 

PARISH PLAY GROUP 

mailto:dgasalberti90@gmail.com.
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